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CONCERT ANNOUNCEMENT
On montanakaimin.com
after 8 a.m.

Sports p 9

Vikings say “UNC- ya later;”
will play Lady Griz tonight

On Campus Today
• 12 p.m. International Week Performances, UC Atrium
• 7:30 p.m. Spring Dance Showcase, Open Space,
PAR/TV Center, $7

– Courtesy of UM Events Calendar
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Forecast

High 38F
Low 27F

Native American Center breaking new ground
Elizabeth Harrison
MONTANA KAIMIN
Twila Old Coyote, adviser and
coordinator for American Indian
Student Services, performs all
of her work from inside an old
elevator shaft. Her daughter’s baby
carriage doesn’t even ﬁt inside the
tiny ofﬁce.
Fortunately for Old Coyote
and her daughter, the University
of Montana will break ground for
a 19,900 square foot, $9.7 million
Native American Center on April
19.
“I think it’s been a long time
coming,” said Old Coyote, a
Browning native and member of
the Crow and Gros Ventre tribes.
“There’s obviously a need for
Native American students.”
UM’s Native American student
population has almost doubled
since the early ‘90s, growing from
239 in 1990 to 397 this spring,
according to Bonnie Holzworth,
who handles enrollment and
statistics for the registrar’s ofﬁce.
“It’s really neat that we get
our own building,” said Nikki
Johnson, a UM student who is
also a member of the Gros Ventre
tribe. “We get so crammed in here
when students want to come visit.”
Johnson is majoring in business
management and doing her workstudy out of the American Indian
Student Services ofﬁce.
Right now, UM’s growing
Native student organizations and
departments are spread out all
over campus. Old Coyote and
Johnson’s ofﬁce is housed in the
Lommasson Center, the Native
American Studies Department
works out of a small house
across from Lommasson, and
the Kyi-Yo Indian Club/Native
American Association has ofﬁces
in the University Center. The new
building will create a one-stop for

students by incorporating these
ofﬁces and departments into one
location, said Old Coyote.
“The idea is to create a homeaway-from-home for them,” she
said. “A place to network and
socialize.”
The facility grabbed the last
spot available on the Oval and
will be built on the southwest
side, between Mathematics and
Lommasson. Construction is slated
to begin later in the summer, once
all the bid documents have been
completed and the remainder of the
fundraising is in place, said Kevin
Krebsbach, associate director of
planning and construction for
UM.
“We’re trying to get a hole
in the ground before winter this
year,” he said.
Funds for the building are
coming from private donors,
according to President George
Dennison. He said when the idea
for a major facility for Native
Americans was ﬁrst conceptualized
three years ago when a steering
committee was formed to think
and plan about it.
“And we made a commitment
from the outset that we would raise
the money in the private sector, but
we would seek to have operation
and maintenance from the state,”
he said.
Julia
Horn,
the
UM
Foundation’s lead fundraiser on
the NAC project, said right now
they have $6.6 million in gifts and
pledges, which includes donations
from individuals, foundations and
corporations in Montana and all
over the U.S.
“Initially, the building had a $6
million price tag, but construction
costs have grown signiﬁcantly,”
Horn said.
Dennison cited inﬂation as the
reason for the cost increase.
Once the Foundation receives

Graphic Courtesy of Kevin Krebsbach and Julia Horn

The southwest edge of the Oval may house the new home of the Native American Studies program by the fall of 2009 if construction goes as planned. The new building
marks a new chapter for Native Americans on campus and offers the program and other organizations the chance to work under one roof for the ﬁrst time in years. The
19,900 square foot building will cost approximately $9.7 million.

the total $9.7 million, construction
can begin.
Jameel Chaudhry, UM campus
architect, said a facility the size of
the proposed NAC could take 12
to 14 months to complete.
“About a year is quite typical,”
he said. “It depends on the
semesters, but (we’re) looking at
fall of 2009 for completion.”
Dennison said the new building
is UM’s recognition that the ﬁrst
Montanans are a high priority.
“After all, the University is
located in Indian country,” he
said.
Dennison said when the UM
steering committee originally
identiﬁed the site, they brought
in spiritual leaders from all of the
tribes to bless the grounds during
Homecoming two years ago.
See NAC BUILDING page 6

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

The current Native American Studies building houses the administration for Native American Studies at the
University, but the program has long outgrown the building. Other parts have been spread all over campus.
“We have this little building over there by the Lommasson Center. And that’s worked very well when we didn’t
have all that many students,” President Dennison said about the old NAS building.

SESJ pushes for sweat-free clothes Irish scholar to recite
Mark Page
MONTANA KAIMIN
In the coming weeks, the
Students for Economic and Social
Justice will be back on the Oval
rallying for worker’s rights.
They want a commitment from
the University of Montana to
ensure Griz Gear is not made in
sweatshops.
They started Wednesday with
a Griz Gear clothesline next to
the University Center, but will be
stepping it up next Tuesday with
a mock worker’s funeral in the
Oval.
What SESJ seeks is a public
letter from the school supporting
the Designated Suppliers Program;
an extension of an agreement
signed by UM President George
Dennison in May 2007 with the

Check us out
on the Web at

www.montanakaimin.com

Worker’s Rights Consortium.
The initial agreement allowed
the WRC to investigate factories
providing apparel for UM. The
UM Ofﬁce of Administration and
Finance also contributed $2,500
to the WRC. The DSP would put
teeth into the ﬁrst contract, acting
to prevent the University from
buying from factories found to have
substandard labor conditions.
Dennison declined to publicly
support the DSP last week, saying
that signing any agreement could
put the University in legal peril.
But SESJ representatives argue
there is no reason for UM’s refusal
to write a letter in support.
So far, 39 universities have
published such letters supporting
the
DSP
including
Duke,
Georgetown
and
Columbia
Universities.
“He (Dennison) said ‘No, we
are not going to sign this if there is
a legal issue,’” said SESJ member
Kendra Kallevig. “Of course this
is not acceptable to us.”
The DSP will not function at

all without approval from the U.S.
Department of Justice allowing
them to operate a standards setting
organization. Also, signing a
pledge to support the DSP does not
mean UM ever has to implement
the program; it is simply a letter of
intent.
Dennison said he is most
concerned about the DSP
violating anti-trust laws and the
University being held culpable.
The Department of Justice is
currently looking into whether
the DSP violates these laws by
setting standards for apparel.
Similar suits have been brought
against the NCAA for rules and
standards setting, and against
private universities for tuition
price ﬁxing, said University Legal
Counsel David Aronofsky.
The Department of Justice will
eventually provide a report giving
a “yea” or “nay” to the program.
Dennison doesn’t want to even
consider the program further until
this report comes through.
See SESJ, page 6

lament, love poetry
Lauren Russell
MONTANA KAIMIN

With St. Patrick’s Day just
around the corner, the reading of
one of the world’s greatest love
poems recited in an Irish brogue is
the perfect kick-off to a weekend
of Gaelic revelry.
Sean O Coileain, a foremost
expert on Irish poetry, will
conclude his guest lecture series
at the University of Montana on
Friday night with a reading in
both Gaelic and English of “The
Lament for Art O’Leary,” an Irish
epic of love and grief.
O Coileain, who recently retired
from Ireland’s University College
Cork, came to UM to teach two
intensive, two-week courses in
Irish language and literature this
March. He has studied and written
about the poem for much of his
academic career, which includes
teaching at Cornell University and

Harvard College.
He chose “The Lament,”
composed orally in 1773 by
a woman mourning her justmurdered husband, as his farewell
to the University of Montana and
Missoula because of the powerful
effect of the widow’s grief in the
poem’s oral rendition.
“It was composed by the wife
over her husband’s corpse,” O
Coileain said. “There wasn’t time
to write it down.”
And that is what makes the
poem so enduring, O Coileain
said. The 700-line epic mixes the
Irish traditional lament, or keening
ritual, with a modern component
of intense and haunting emotion.
“It is an extraordinary and
beautiful poem,” he said. “It is
a poem to be heard rather than a
poem to be read.”
O Coileain will follow the
reading with a discussion of the
See IRISH, page 12
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BIG UPS

&

Backhands

by Bill Oram

With news breaking that ASUM’s MarioKart 64 Madness tournament – a fundraising effort
to help cover UM’s $75,000 commitment to the Rocket Man’s AIDS charity – is as secure as
a candle in the wind, we raced around the Oval to gauge student opinion. The two things we
learned, however, had little to do with Elton John and were rather disconcerting: Apparently,
nobody reads the Kaimin; and the video game generation is dead.

Welcome to Big Ups and Backhands, where we deﬁnitely thought
spring break was last week.

Q 1: Why haven’t you signed up to play MarioKart?
Q 2: If you were to play MarioKart, what famous personality would you
want to race against? Why?

This week, the archbishop in charge of sins and penance for the
Vatican released a list of modern-day sins. On it was pollution. Big
Ups to the Vatican for realizing that, unlike Elton John concerts,
we only have one earth, and once we screw it up, we won’t get a
do-over.
Backhands to those who forced Eliot Spitzer to resign as governor
of New York. We believe that Spitzer, who as the state’s attorney
general for eight years cracked down on prostitution rings, simply
was going undercover – using the clever guise of Client 9 – to root
out members of that (w)horrible profession. Keep on truckin’ ESpitz, we still believe in you!

• Lindsay Tripp

graduate student, physical therapy
Q1: Let’s see here … I have no time.
Q2: Lance Armstrong, because he’s just an amazing athlete.

In addition to causing Spitzer to have arguably the worst week of
his life, the watchdoggy New York Times earns Big Ups for reporting
on one of Montana’s great institutions: the proxy marriage. Yes, it’s
true. In the Treasure State, neither member needs to be present to
trade nuptials. You may kiss the bride … next time you see her.

• Jed Nussbaum

sophomore, journalism
Q1: I’m not a big video game player, and I didn’t read the article.
Q2: President Dennison, just in the spirit of ASUM versus Dennison relations.

If you thought former Montana Sen. Conrad “knee-walkin’
drunk” Burns knew how to stick his foot in his mouth, then you’ll
surely want to Backhand Republican Oklahoma State Rep. Sally
Kern. At a January fundraiser, the offensive Okie orator said the gay
community is “deadly and it’s spreading,” and that it’s a threat to
national security, “even more so than terrorism or Islam.” Ms. Kern,
so you don’t leave anyone out, next time please enlighten us with
your views on Mexicans.

• Gabe Hurt

junior, business
Q1: I am not a fan of Elton John to begin with, and I’ve never played a Wii in my life.
Q2: I’d want to race against Elton John himself and whip him.

The University of Montana women’s basketball team deserves
Big Ups for winning the regular season Big Sky Conference
championship and getting to host the tournament this weekend. For
those of you who aren’t busy – this means you, men’s basketball
team – go check out the action.
We’re not entirely sure how this works, never having had a twisted
testicle or anything, but we’re pretty sure that Chicago Cubs center
ﬁelder Felix Pie (pronounced pee-ay) is in a lot of pain. Backhands
to testicular torsion – twisted testicle on the street – like the one the
Dominican had surgically repaired Tuesday. We’ll stick to Twisted
Tea, thanks.

• Mike Avery
groundskeeper

Q1: I just heard about it, and I never really got to the last level of Mario
Brothers.
Q2: George Bush, because he needs to be beaten badly.

BU&Bh has never been a huge believer in technology, and in
that vein, the fact that UM students can now download lectures on
iTunes earns iBackhands. Garon Smith’s lectures are entertaining,
but not when they come up on shufﬂe while you’re getting down
with your signiﬁcant other.

• Caitlyn Fransen
junior, literature

Big Ups to the organizers of Hunger Awareness Week events on
campus. The free food yesterday was great, thanks. BU&Bh skipped
our daily oatmeal breakfast, so it was appreciated. But, um, how
exactly did that help starving children in Africa?

Q1: Because I’m so swamped with schoolwork, I haven’t had time to read the
Kaimin.
Q2: A naked John Mayer.

You know those times you wish you could just have a weekend
to yourself? Adriana Torres-Flores has no idea what that’s like.
Backhands to the Washington County (Ark.) courthouse bailiff who
accidentally left the illegal Mexican immigrant locked in a holding
cell all weekend without food or water after she appeared before a
judge to plead not guilty to pirating music.

• Peter Lynch

junior, psychology
Q1: Because for one I didn’t hear about this, and I’m not into video games so
much.
Q2: Jeff Gordon, because I think it’s funny that he’s the only NASCAR driver
that can enunciate.

Another week gone. Come back next Friday, and we’ll do our part
to make the world a little more gay, and a little less Oklahoman.
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Games

Correction:
A caption in Thursday’s
Kaimin incorrectly
reported that UM
Productions was part
of an agreement
between Elton John’s
management and the
Adams Center. In fact,
UM Productions has
nothing to do with
John’s concert.

Think you can do better?
Apply to be editor in chief of
the Montana Kaimin!

If you’re interested in leading the Kaimin
newsroom for the 2008-2009 school year,
drop off a resume and cover letter at either
the ASUM office in the UC or in the Kaimin
newsroom, Don Anderson Hall Room 208.
Deadline is Wednesday, April 2 at noon.
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Skaggs smut, smoking shirt, smelly stash, silly scalers
Mike Gerrity
MONTANA KAIMIN
March 7, 1:45 a.m.
A student was spotted relieving
himself outside the front door
of Aber Hall. When confronted
by RAs close by, he refused to
cooperate and returned to his
room. Ofﬁcers were then called in
to talk to him, and they determined
he had been drinking. The student
was cited for an MIP and warned
about the public urination.
March 8, 2:45 a.m.
An RA called the Ofﬁce of
Public Safety to notify them of
a possible alcohol poisoning in
Knowles Hall. There was no
information in the report as to
whether the student was transported
for further treatment or not.
March 9, 6:45 p.m.
Ofﬁcers were called to
investigate a report of a physical
altercation at the Lewis and Clark
Villages. Upon arrival, it was
determined that there had been no
ﬁght, but Captain Gary Taylor of
the Ofﬁce of Public Safety said
an intoxicated man had punched
a brick wall and appeared to have
broken his hand. “I think the wall
probably came out the winner
with that,” Taylor said. Ofﬁcers
attempted to administer medical
treatment on the man, but he
refused and left with a few of his
friends.
March 10, 4:20 p.m.
Three males were attempting

to scale the walls of the new
journalism building (Don Anderson
Hall) when someone reported them
to Public Safety. Taylor told the
Kaimin that this kind of climbing
can cause damage to the building
and is obviously dangerous. “If
you fall and hit the sidewalk, it’s
hard to heal from that,” Taylor
said. “Just ask the guy who hit the
wall with his ﬁst.” The students
were warned.

March 10. 7:15 p.m.
A man locked himself out of
University housing and called
ofﬁcers to let him in. When he
produced identiﬁcation, ofﬁcers
found out that he had an outstanding
warrant for family/partner assault
and was arrested on a $2,000
bond. “He was still locked out of
his house, but the doors were open
for him at the Missoula County
Detention Facility,” Taylor said.
March 10, 10:15 p.m.
RAs
reported
smelling
marijuana smoke coming from
one of the rooms in Duniway Hall.
After ofﬁcers were allowed into
the room to investigate, ofﬁcers
found a glass pipe and an empty
container with no pot in it. “I
think he pretty much smoked his
stash,” Taylor said. The student
was cited for possession of drug
paraphernalia.
March 11, 1:00 p.m.
A report of criminal mischief
was made to Campus Safety when
someone accessed a computer in
the labs of the Skaggs pharmacy

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

Campus police warn a few climbers Monday afternoon after catching them on Anderson Hall. “I feel that it is a bit silly. Why build a building with such nice texture if you
didn’t want people to climb on it?” said freshman Eric Wall, center.

building
and
downloaded
pornographic images onto it.
Then they saved one image as
the desktop background to be
discovered by somebody working
there. In an added blow, it became
apparent that the suspect managed
to delete several research ﬁles in
the process. So far, police have
no suspects, and the matter is still
under investigation.
March 12, 1:20 a.m.
Someone called the police to
report seeing ﬂames and smoke
rising between two cars in the
parking lot of the University’s
Rimini Court. Upon closer
inspection, it was revealed to be
a burning T-shirt. Police have no

March 9, 7:30 a.m.
A male was found sleeping
outside in front of the entrance
to Miller Hall. Ofﬁcers woke
him up, and he said he did
not have his Griz card on
him. It was undetermined
if the student was passedout drunk, or if he tried to
get inside and simply gave
up. Ofﬁcers let the student
inside.
idea where it came from. Taylor
said he wasn’t sure where the
shirt’s previous owner was either.
“I don’t know if the rest of the
body burned up on re-entry or
what,” Taylor said.

Police
Blotter
Neal Jacobi, 18, MIP
Crowell
Cardneaux,
21,
possession of drug paraphernalia
Joel Morken, 30, family
partner assault

Spitzer faces dubious future
NEW YORK (AP) – As Gov.
Eliot Spitzer prepares to leave
ofﬁce, the disgraced politician
faces a tangled battle with
prosecutors that will send lawyers
into murky legal territory.
A law enforcement ofﬁcial
said Spitzer’s high-powered
defense team was believed to
be negotiating a plea deal with
prosecutors over his connection
to a high-end prostitution ring, but
attorneys were not commenting
Thursday about the discussions.

The legal battle occurred
as Lt. Gov. David Paterson
prepared to take over the state
following Spitzer’s spectacular
fall from power. Paterson said he
spoke to Spitzer on Thursday and
“told him how sorry I was this
happened.”
“I promised the governor
yesterday that I would commit
myself to the people of this great
state, that we would have stability
and continue in these challenges
that lie ahead,” Paterson said

Thursday. “Now we have to get
New York back on track.”
Paterson takes over on
Monday, and will become New
York’s ﬁrst black governor and
the nation’s ﬁrst legally blind
chief executive.
Spitzer, a married father of
three teenage girls, faces a much
more dubious future after he
was accused of spending tens of
thousands of dollars on prostitutes
— including a tryst with a 22year-old call girl in Washington
the night before Valentine’s Day.
Ofﬁcials said Spitzer initially
drew the attention of authorities
with suspicious money transfers
that will be a key part of any
possible criminal case.
Among the possible charges
that could be brought against
Spitzer: soliciting and paying
for sex; violating the Mann Act,
the 1910 federal law that makes
it a crime to induce someone
to cross state lines for immoral
purposes; and illegally arranging
cash transactions to conceal their
purpose.
But legal experts said bringing
charges and getting a conviction
would be unusual, considering
federal authorities rarely charge
the customers in illegal sex or
drug cases. A likely outcome
could be what is called a “deferred
prosecution agreement,” which
could leave Spitzer on probation
with charges dropped if he did
not get into any more trouble.
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The “dream” internship

Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin

Students Madison Knowles, Rachel Howe and Sarah Miller answer questions as applicants for the Disney College Program trickle into the room. Katie Mock travels from Orlando every year to inform college students about the
Disney internship with the help of the on-campus recruiters.

Mich. Dems close to agreement
Kathy Barks Hoffman
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LANSING, Mich. (AP) _
Michigan Democrats are close to
an agreement with presidential
candidates Sens. Hillary Rodham
Clinton and Barack Obama to
hold a do-over primary.
Party
ofﬁcials
and
the
campaigns negotiated on Thursday,
and state Democratic leaders
were hopeful that an agreement
could be reached on Friday, said
Democratic ofﬁcials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because of
the sensitivity of the talks. To go
forward, any plan would require
the approval of the two campaigns,
the
Democratic
National
Committee, state party leaders
and Gov. Jennifer Granholm, who
is backing Clinton.
Michigan Democrats need to
act quickly because the politically
divided legislature will have to
sign off on the deal and approve
how to spend the privately raised
funds for a new election. Members
of the Democratic-controlled state
House and Republican-controlled
state Senate leave at the end of the
month on their two-week spring
break.
The contest must be held by
June 10 for the results to count
under DNC rules. Michigan
currently has an election set for
May 6 for voters to decide on
education issues. The date of
that contest could be changed to
accommodate a new presidential
primary.
The Clinton campaign made
it clear that it strongly prefers
a state-run primary to mailin voting during the meeting,
according to a campaign ofﬁcial
speaking anonymously about the

private talks. People involved
in the private meeting said the
Clinton advisers favor the staterun primary because there would
be less likelihood of problems
such as fraud and ballot counting
than with a mail-in vote.
The national party punished
Michigan and Florida for moving
up their primaries before Feb.
5, stripping them of all their
delegates. The two states have
been struggling to come up
with alternative plans to ensure
their delegates are seated at the
national convention this summer
in Denver.
Michigan held its primary Jan.
15 and Florida voted Jan. 29.
Clinton won both, although she
was the only major candidate on
the Michigan ballot.

On
Thursday,
Florida
Democrats proposed a vote-bymail presidential primary while
acknowledging the plan’s chances
are slim.
Karen Thurman, chairwoman
of the Florida Democratic Party,
offered a mail-in/in person
proposal for voting and urged state
leaders, the national party and the
presidential candidates to sign on.
Under the plan, all of Florida’s
4.1 million Democrats would be
mailed a ballot. They could send
it back, or cast a ballot in one of
50 regional voting centers that
would be set up. The election
would end June 3, a week before
a Democratic National Committee
deadline to name delegates.
The estimated cost is $10
million to $12 million.
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Photo Courtesy of Linda Juneau, UM Tribal Liaison

This image, shot around the beginning of the 20th century, shows the university area in a very different light.
The Missoula Valley belonged historically to the Salish tribe, which now mostly lives on the Flathead
Reservation north of Missoula.

NAC BUILDING
Continued from page 1
“So it’s a big deal for me, for
the campus, for the people off
campus as well. It’s a beautiful
design,” he said.
UM Tribal Liaison Linda
Juneau recalls the healing and
blessing ceremony well.
“Our history has been relegated
to a non-history,” Juneau said
when asked why it had taken so
long for UM to recognize Native
needs on campus. “Knowing about
Native people was not important.
It always appeared in history as a
sidebar.”
She explained the UM grounds
originally belonged to the Salish
tribe.
“There are 12 tribes in
Montana,” she said. “Our histories
weren’t even taught in public
schools in Montana.”
Originally the idea for a new
Native American building was

initiated by the students of the
Kyi-Yo Club 40 years ago, she
said.
“They looked for a place
on campus. Identity and place
are so intertwined in all Native
cultures.”
Dustin Whitford, president
of Kyi-Yo and a member of the
Chippewa and Cree tribes, said
his group plans on attending the
groundbreaking ceremony in
April.
“A lot of students and faculty
will miss the (NAS) house,” he
said. “It’s comfy and welcoming
there. But with the new building,
it feels like our ﬁeld is taken more
seriously.”
Juneau said President Dennison,
being a historian, has made the
needs of Native Americans and
other students a priority at UM.
“The building is going to be
a wonderful place, not just for
Native students, (but) for anyone
interested in learning about Native
cultures,” Juneau said.

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

A University of Montana student looks over some Griz apparel in the UM Bookstore. President Dennison’s recent statement about legal matters that may arise from
signing the agreement for sweatshop-free apparel has the Students for Economic and Social Justice rallying for support.

SESJ
Continued from page 1
“I’m not going to put the
University in any kind of
jeopardized position for being in
violation of anti-trust legislation
or actions,” Dennison told the
Kaimin Thursday. “It’s too easy to
do, so if you’re not clear about it,
it’s better not to take the risk.”
But Kallevig said she thinks
Dennison is looking for a way out
of supporting the DSP and using a

legal argument as an “excuse.”
Kallevig and other members
of SESJ met with Aronofsky to
iron out some of the legal threats
and show Dennison he is making
a policy decision, not a legal
decision.
Legal problems do exist,
Aronofsky said, but only in
signing the actual agreement with
the DSP, not just a letter of intent.
But Aronofsky added he is not
in position to give legal advice
to SESJ, and does not think UM
should sign onto the program until
all the government hurdles have
been overcome.
“What I did tell the students
is that a letter agreeing with
SESJ goals and objectives might
not in and of itself be legally
objectionable if and when these
goals and objectives, as well as the
means being advocated to achieve
them, were cleared legally from all
antitrust and other considerations,”
Aronofsky wrote to the Kaimin in
an e-mail. “Whether to do so is a
policy, not legal, issue once the
legal considerations have been
met.”
Svein Newman, SESJ member
and United Students Against

Sweatshops representative on the
WRC governing board, said most
universities that are sending letters
pledging their support to the DSP
are doing so with careful wording
to avoid legal troubles. He pointed
to Marquette University in
Wisconsin as a perfect example.
The Marquette letter states
support for the program provided
it overcomes the “remaining
economic, logistical and legal
challenges.” In the letter,
Marquette University Associate
Vice President Thomas Peters does
pledge to adopt the program when
these problems are overcome.
For now, SESJ members intend
to have a thoughtful escalation of
actions until they feel progress
has been made between them and
the administration. But Dennison
said these protests would have no
effect on his position.
“I’ve been very straightforward
about what the issues are, and I
think we’ve worked through a
lot of issues, but I’m not going
to put the University at risk,”
Dennison said. “I told them that
straightforwardly.”
Elizabeth Harrison contributed
reporting to this story.

Pissed? Pleased? Perturbed?
Write a letter to the editor
kaiminletters@umontana.edu
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Rare Rembrandts pay a visit to the Meloy Gallery
Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN
Stepping into the exhibit
“Sordid and Sacred: The Beggars
in Rembrandt’s Etchings” is like
stepping into the workshop of one
of history’s great artists.
The Montana Museum of Art
and Culture unveiled Tuesday
the exhibit of 35 etchings by
Dutch painter Rembrandt van
Rijn completed between 1629 and
1654. “Sordid and Sacred” is on
display in the Meloy Gallery in
the PAR-TV center.
The etchings, which served as
ideas for later paintings, are rare
treasures as paper was expensive
in the 1600s, said museum curator
Manuela Well-Off-Man.
This may explain why the
largest of the etchings is about
as big as an outstretched hand,
and the smallest is the size of a
postage stamp.
Despite their size, the etchings
hardly look like trial runs.
The detail is ﬁne enough to
see emotive expressions and
individual hairs on the heads of
the subjects, which is why the
museum provides magnifying
glasses for visitors.
“Rembrandt was well-known
for contrast,” Well-Off-Man said.
“People enjoy his art for the ﬁne
lines and details.”
However, public appreciation
of art depicting beggars was
unheard of in Rembrandt’s time.
“His contemporaries laughed
at beggars,” Well-Off-Man said.
“But Rembrandt depicted them
with dignity. His own life had ups
and downs … so he could identify
with them.”
She called him a humanitarian
who was ahead of his time. Others
agree.
“Rembrandt wasn’t afraid
to show what was considered
gruesome at the time,” said
Jena Mathews, an intern at the
museum.
Mathews spoke in reference to
an etching depicting a rat catcher,
dead rats in hand, peddling his
services door to door.

Shane McMillan / Montana Kaimin

A sign for the “Sordid and Sacred: The Beggars in Rembrandt’s Etchings” exhibit hangs outside the Meloy Gallery Thursday afternoon in the PAR-TV Center. The touring show, which features work created between 1629
and 1654, is traveling across the country and is commemorating what would be the artist’s 400th birthday.

The DVD-sized picture is
Well-Off-Man’s favorite. She
said the etching’s “very even,
perfectly balanced contrast and
foreground detail” show that
Rembrandt was, in her opinion,
“a master of emotions and facial
expression.”
The etchings were made by
putting a mixture of wax and resin
on a copper plate, then using a thin,
metal etching needle, similar in
size and shape to a pencil, to draw
a design. Each plate was inked,
and then pressed onto paper.
To help visitors understand
the process, the exhibit includes a
display of a re-created plate like
the kind Rembrandt used. It was
made by UM associate professor
Elizabeth Dove and her advanced

printmaking students.
The prints from the exhibit,
which was organized by Landau
Traveling Exhibits of Los Angeles,
are selections from the private
collection of John Villarino.
In addition to the etchings,
the exhibit includes Rembrandt’s
1632 painting “The Persian,” a
contribution from the museum’s
permanent collection.
The exhibit is free. Visitors can
see the works during the Montana
Museum of Art and Culture’s
normal business hours, Tuesday
through Thursday from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. and Friday and Saturday
from 4 to 8:30 p.m.
“Sordid and Sacred: The
Beggars in Rembrandt’s Etchings”
will be on display until April 29.

Reproductions courtesy of the Montana Museum of Art and Culture

Left: Rembrandt, “Old Man Seen From Behind,” c. 1631, etching on laid paper, collection of John Villarino.
Right: Rembrandt, “Beggar With a Wooden Leg,” c. 1630, etching, collection of John Villarino.

Little-known guitar legend Richard Thompson returns to rock Missoula
Steve Miller
MONTANA KAIMIN
Tom Webster recalls the night
the bright lights of Missoula were
shot out. It was spring of 1993,
downtown at the Elks Club.
A man armed only with an
acoustic guitar and no backing

band broke a string during his
performance.
Instead of halting the set
completely to thread and tune the
new string, he asked the audience
to sing the Beatles’ version of the
Isley Brothers’ tune “Twist and
Shout.” He had them singing in
three-part harmonies through the

Kaimin Arts Movie Quote Quiz
So, midterm fever had us down this week and we kind of
forgot the results for last week’s quiz. Oops, our bad. The
winning guess was:
“Butch Cassidy to Sundance while both on horseback,
going to meet the hole in the wall gang for the ﬁrst time
in the movie. Booya.”
Congrats, Andrew Schmidt. Stop by DAH 208 for your
prize. And now, this week’s Movie Quote Quiz:
“I’ve got a 4-alarm hangover. It’s either from all that
whiskey, or your laser beam. Or both.”

verse and refrain, all the while
ﬁxing and tuning his guitar. With
his six-string, he silenced the
audience, paused, and picked up
exactly where he left off prior to
the equipment malfunction.
“It was the most amazing thing
I’ve ever seen,” Webster said,
referring to the performer as “the
greatest musician you’ve never
heard of.”
For the last 40 years, British
guitarist and songwriter Richard
Thompson has basked in this
celebrated obscurity.
Yet for
those who’ve caught his subtlety
in their periphery, like those who
attended the 1993 Elks Club
show, Thompson’s greatness is
profoundly apparent.
Next Tuesday, March 18,
Thompson returns to Missoula
in support of his newest release,
Sweet Warrior, taking his solo
act to the stage of the University
Theatre for “An Evening with the
Legendary Richard Thompson.”
For Thompson, coming to
Montana offers a chance to play

for an audience different from
others found in the United States.
“There’s an appreciation of
nature or beauty and a certain kind
of self-sufﬁciency or something
about people,” Thompson said. “It
seems a place a part for me.”
Webster, the concert organizer
and a long-time fan of Thompson,
has arranged several other
Thompson concerts in Missoula
in the past. The most notable of
these was in conjunction with the
Performing Arts Series of 1997,
after completion of the University
Theatre renovation.
This time around, Webster
said he expects the same high
showmanship Thompson has
displayed in past performances.
“He’s very engaging,” Webster
said.
He said about 600 people are
expected to attend the performance.
Those in attendance are in for a
great show, he said.
“He’s a musician’s musician,”
Webster said.
Born in Notting Hill Gate,

London, England, Thompson
joined the electriﬁed-folk band
Fairport Convention at age 18.
Thompson’s sophisticated guitar
work caught the eye of American
producer Joe Boyd, who signed
the band to his label. After
experiencing a marginal amount of
success, Thompson split from the
group to pursue a solo career.
In 1972, he married folk singer
Linda Peters and formed the
musical duo of Richard and Linda
Thompson. Their 1974 debut,
I Want to See the Bright Lights
Tonight, received praise by critics
and fans alike. The two recorded
and toured throughout the 1970s,
but their greatest success came
in 1982 with the release of the
intensely provocative Shoot Out
the Lights, an album hailed by
Rolling Stone magazine as one of
the top ten records of the decade.
The success of Shoot Out was
bittersweet for the two, because
the album was recorded during a
See THOMPSON, page 8
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Former Kiss guitarist rocks Poets and singers band together
Missoula on St. Patty’s Day to speak out against Iraq war
Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN

Former Kiss lead guitarist, Ace
Frehley, is coming to Missoula
this St. Patty’s Day, bringing with
him Canadian breakout band The
Trews and Spokane-based Paid
Under Envy.
Expect a “really in your face”
brand of rock, said Mark Dinerstein,
the
Missoula
representative
for promoter Knitting Factory
Entertainment. Dinerstein said he
expects the three-hour performance
to be like a classic 1970s heavy
metal rock show.
Although Frehley is in the
process of creating a yet-unnamed

new album, at the show he will be
sticking mostly to old Kiss classics
and songs from his solo career.
“Frehley just felt the itch to get
back out on the road,” Dinerstein
said. “I guess he missed touring.”
Although
Frehley
hasn’t
released a new album since the
late 1990s, The Trews will be
promoting their new album No
Time for Later. Concertgoers
should expect to hear mostly new
songs from them at the show.
Tickets are $31 in advance
and $34 day-of-show, available
at Rockin’ Rudy’s, Ear Candy
or at www.ticketweb.com. The
show starts at 8 p.m. at the Wilma
Theatre, doors open at 7 p.m.

Britney Spears on CBS set
NEW YORK (AP) – Britney
Spears is relishing her new role on
“How I Met Your Mother.”
Spears has been taping her
much-hyped cameo on the CBS
sitcom for the March 24 episode,
in which she portrays a receptionist
in a dermatologist’s ofﬁce named
Abby who crushes on Ted (Josh
Radnor).
“Working at ‘How I Met Your
Mother’ has been so terriﬁc,”
Spears said in a statement Thursday.
“Everyone, including the cast, the

crew and the producers, has been
wonderful and Abby is such a fun
girl to play. I’m having a blast!”
CBS spokesman Kelli Raftery
said Spears attended a table
reading with the cast on Monday,
did a “run-through” on Tuesday
and ﬁlmed scenes Wednesday.
Raftery conﬁrmed reports that
Spears’ divorced parents — James
and Lynne — dropped by the
“Mother” set on Wednesday.
Spears was scheduled to shoot
scenes Thursday.

of soldiers on active duty pay
for food, housing and medical
expenses.
It started with a dream list of the
It may not be the ﬁrst event of
best poets Montana had to offer, its kind, but UM creative writing
and now the “Poets for Peace” professor Judy Blunt believes
event will become a reality for the issue of peace can always be
University of Montana professors approached in a new way.
and community members who
“’Poets for Peace’ was started
want to speak out against the Iraq by people who want to effect a
War.
positive change in this war,” she
Set to take place on March 19 at said. “I’m very much for ending
the Wilma Theatre, the show will the shooting of people.”
feature original poetry read by 30
The
issue
holds
extra
artists, as well as live music. The signiﬁcance for Blunt, whose
date was picked to commemorate godson was killed in Iraq last year.
the ﬁve-year anniversary of the Her son, a pilot in the U.S. Army,
U.S.
invasion
is scheduled to
of Iraq, said
ship out next
Sean Gibbons,
year. She plans
event organizer
to read the poem
‘Poets for Peace’ was
and
president
“Making Peace,”
started by people who
of UM Students
her solution to
for Peace and
conﬂict written
want to effect a positive
Justice.
as a recipe.
change in this war. I’m
Gibbons
A n o t h e r
very much for ending the UM
said the event
writing
is a coordinated
professor, Greg
shooting of people.
effort by SPJ, the
– Judy Blunt, Pape, is offering
Jeanette Rankin
poet, UM professor his services for
Peace Center, the
the event as
UM Excellence
well.
Named
Fund and the
Poet Laureate of
ASUM.
The
Montana in 2007,
money raised by
he is considered
ticket sales will be donated to the one of the premiere writers in the
Montana Military Family Relief state. He has been involved in
Fund, which helps the families antiwar efforts for many years,

and was eager to help when
Gibbons asked him.
“It’s a great idea to call
attention to the anniversary of the
Iraq invasion,” Pape said.
The diverse group of artists
hopes to promote a nonviolent
solution to war, as well as
economic and social justice on
a grassroots level. Not all of the
subject matter will focus on the
Iraq War, but its presence will
deﬁnitely be felt at the event.
“Every poet will have a slightly
different take on the situation, but
we want to stress that we are still
supportive of those who are caught
up in the conﬂict,” Pape said.
Gibbons thought it might be
a “little dangerous” putting so
many opinionated poets in a room
together, but he acknowledged
that artful expression trumps
discomfort.
“Art is only a threat to those
who want to maintain the status
quo,” he said.
Singer-songwriter Amy Martin
will provide a musical kickoff
and a sing-along ﬁnale, while
musician John Floridis will play
introductions for the poets.
“Poets for Peace” will begin at
the Wilma at 7 p.m. Tickets will
be $5 at the door, and all proceeds
will go to the Montana Military
Family Relief Fund.

every day is a new opportunity for
exploration, to ﬁnd new things and
“push the envelope of what a song
can be, and what music can be.”
Thompson’s 2006 release,
Sweet Warrior – an album he says
is centered around the theme of
confrontation and the resolution
of political, social and personal
conﬂict – offers a sometimesgrim outlook on the world. This
becomes especially apparent in the
antiwar diddy “Dad’s Gonna Kill
Me.” Despite his strong opinions
on issues like the Iraq War,
Thompson prefers to manifest his
beliefs in a covert way through his
work. Thompson, a devout Suﬁ
Muslim, said he’d rather the music
be heard for what it is, rather than
riddle it with his own personal
beliefs.
“I’ve always hated people
beating me over the head with their
beliefs, philosophies or morals,
and I’m very reluctant to do it to

anybody else,” he said.
In 2003, Rolling Stone ranked
him number 19 on their list of the
100 Greatest Guitar Players of All
Time — an honor that comes as no
surprise for those familiar with his
work.
“People respect him for his
musicianship, and I respect him
for his low-key career and the fact
that he does what he wants to do
and to heck with it,” Webster said.
Thompson’s
unique
style
serves as a synthesis of blues, jazz
and Scottish folk, with a banjoesque ﬁnger picking technique that
utilizes each string to its maximum
potential.
Tickets are on sale now and
available at all Griztix outlets,
www.griztix.com, or at 1.888.
MONTANA. Prices range from
$28 for advance purchase and $30
at the door. The show starts at the
University Theatre at 8 p.m. All
seating is reserved.

Erica Doornek
MONTANA KAIMIN

“

”

THOMPSON
Continued from page 7
tumultuous time in Richard and
Linda’s personal relationship.
They ofﬁcially separated in 1983.
With the disbanding of the duo,
Richard embarked again on his
solo career, releasing 13 albums of
new material. He also collaborated
with the likes of Paul McCartney,
Robert Plant and Bonnie Raitt,
among others.
Despite his already colorful
music career, Thompson continues
to actively challenge himself
as both a songwriter and guitar
player.
“I think you have to consider
yourself in the realm of
experimentation and exploration,”
Thompson said. “You can’t be
satisﬁed with what you’ve done.”
Thompson also believes that

Kaimin Arts
MICK says: I’m beggin’ you, Kaimin Arts, let me down slow!
kaiminarts@gmail.com

Kaimin Sports
ports
Side
lines
HOme games
this week

Women’s Big Sky Conference
Tournament
Friday, March 14
Semiﬁnals
• No. 2 Idaho State vs.
Montana State, 5:35 p.m.
• No. 1 Montana vs. Portland
State, 7:35 p.m.
Saturday, March 15
• Championship Game, 5:05
p.m. (Live on Altitude TV)

Big Sky Women’s
Quarterfinal
scores
Montana State – 84
Northern Colorado – 78

Portland State – 82
Northern Colorado - 69

nATIONAL SPORTS
BRIEF
Skiing: Bode Miller was
guaranteed his second overall
World Cup title in four years
after Didier Cuche decided not
to ski the slalom. Cuche defeated
Miller in downhill earlier this
week. Miller’s victory set up
the U.S. to sweep the men’s
and women’s overall World
Cup titles for the ﬁrst time in 25
years.
National Sports Briefs are
compiled by Kaimin Sports with
information gathered from wire
reports.

Standings
MEN’S BBALL
School
Conf.
#Portland State 14-2
*N. Arizona
11-5
*Weber State
10-6
*Idaho State
8-8
%Montana
8-8
%Montana State 7-9
N. Colorado
6-10
E. Washington 6-10
Sacramento State 2-14

Total
23-9
21-11
16-14
12-19
14-16
15-15
13-16
11-19
4-24

WOMEN’S BBALL
School
Conf.
+Montana
13-3
*Idaho State
12-4
*Portland State 11-5
*Montana State 11-5
%N. Colorado 8-8
%N. Arizona
6-10
Weber State
6-10
Sacramento State 4-12
E. Washington 1-15

Total
23-6
20-8
22-8
17-12
14-16
10-20
12-16
6-22
4-25

#Won Big Size Championship
*Clinched
spot
in
postseason
tournament.
%Lost ﬁrst-round quarterﬁnal game.

Today in
sports history
In 1987, New York Met
Darryl Strawberry charged Red
Sox pitcher Al Nipper during a
spring training exhibition game,
causing a bench-clearing brawl.
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Lady Griz to play Portland State in semi-ﬁnals
Bill Oram
MONTANA KAIMIN
The Portland State Vikings
thought beating the Lady Griz was
so nice, they’re going to try to do
it twice.
The semi-ﬁnal matchups were
set Thursday night at the Big
Sky Conference tournament in
Dahlberg Arena, and the University
of Montana women’s basketball
team will be paired up against
Portland State, which knocked
off the Lady Griz in Portland last
weekend.
Clare Faucher recorded her
second consecutive triple-double
Thursday as the fourth-seeded
Vikings poured it on in the second
half to win 82-69, ending the
ﬁfth-seeded Northern Colorado’s
season.
Danielle Hagen, a native of
Sidney, Mont., led all scorers with
37 points, tying her for UNC’s alltime single-game record.
Hagen, a senior who also
surpassed 1,000 career points in
the game, said afterward the record
was nice, but that she couldn’t yet
enjoy it in the shadow of the loss.
“Probably not quite yet,” she
said. “It still is pretty exciting, but
I’d rather we won the game.”
The Bears hung with the
Vikings until late in the ﬁrst half,
when Portland State went on an
8-0 tear to ﬁnish the half up 11
points.
From that point on, it was all
Portland State. And all Claire
Faucher.
Faucher ﬁnished with 14
points, 10 rebounds, and 10
assists. Against the Lady Griz last
Saturday, the Big Sky ﬁrst-teamer
recorded 21 points, 11 rebounds
and 10 assists.
Three other Vikings scored in
double ﬁgures: Delaney Conway

Shane McMillan / Montana Kaimin
Senior Northern Colorado center Danielle Hagen goes up for a shot against Portland State sophomore Erin Yankus in the second game of the Big Sky Conference Championships Thursday night in Dahlberg
Arena. Hagen, a native of Sidney, Mont., bottomed 14 of 24 attempted ﬁeld goals and wracked up an impressive 37 points. Still, that wasn’t enough to beat the Vikings, who won by 13 points.

with 19, Katia Hadj-Hamou, and
Kelli Valentine with 16.
Faucher said, like last week,
she wasn’t aware of her statistical

feat until late in the game.
“I didn’t know until like the last
5 minutes,” she said. “One of
my teammates said, ‘Go get one

more,’ and I was like, ‘OK.’”
The Vikings shot 57 percent
See PORTLAND, page 10

Bobcats moving up
Roman Stubbs
MONTANA KAIMIN
For the ﬁrst time since 2004,
the Montana State Bobcats
are advancing in the Big Sky
Tournament.
Seniors Rebecca Mercer and
Krislyn Wallace both scored
19 points, and freshman Sarah
Strand added 13 as Montana
State defeated Northern Arizona
84-78 in a Big Sky Tournament
quarterﬁnal Thursday night at
Dahlberg Arena.
Montana State will now
face Idaho State in the tourney
semiﬁnals tonight.
It was the ﬁfth-straight win
for the Bobcats (17-12), who
converted eight free throws in the
ﬁnal 30 seconds to pull away from
a late Northern Arizona offensive
push.
“I credit my team down the
stretch,” said Montana State head
coach Tricia Binford. “I feel like
we’ve been at our best the last ﬁve
minutes of the ball game, and that’s
where it came down to tonight.”
Despite allowing Northern
Arizona’s senior Laura Dinkins
to explode for 15 points and nine
boards in the ﬁrst 20 minutes, it
was Montana State who established
control in the ﬁrst half, using 22

combined points from Mercer and
Wallace as well as a stingy 2-3
defense to build a 42-36 halftime
lead.
But the Lumberjacks never
went away, and after Sade
Cunningham’s pull-up jumper
gave Northern Arizona their ﬁrst
lead at the 15:12 mark of the
second stanza, neither team would
lead by more than three points
until the ﬁnal 30 seconds. The war
of attrition intensiﬁed with just
under four minutes to play, as both
teams’ leading scorers answered
each other on the offensive end.
Dinkins’ rebound put back at the
3:31 mark gave the Jacks a 6968 lead, and Mercer converted
a conventional 3-point play on
the next possession to give the
Bobcats a two-point cushion. With
the game knotted up at 75 with
just under two minutes to play,
Northern Arizona went stagnant
on the offensive end, and Montana
State proceeded to use six straight
Erica Perry free throws to put its
ﬁrst-round win on ice.
“Our team really stepped up and
hit the shots they needed to down
the stretch, and made the stops they
needed to down the stretch,” said
Binford, alluding to her team’s
production in crunch time.
See BOBCATS, page 10

Hugh Carey/Montana Kaimin

Montana State’s Erica Perry does a layup as Northern Arizona’s Ashley Ingle attempts to block during the
quarterﬁnal game at Dahlberg Arena Thursday night. The Bobcats won 84-78, and they will play against No. 2
Idaho State in the semiﬁnals tonight at 5:30 p.m. at Dahlberg Arena.

Sports
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PORTLAND
Continued from page 9
from the ﬂoor, and 64 percent
from 3-point range. In the
second half PSU was virtually
unstoppable from long range,
knocking down 6-of-7.
The defeat was a less-thansatisfying end to an otherwise
magical season for the Bears.
Coach Jaime White missed
six games while undergoing
treatments for uterine cancer, and
the team – mostly composed of
new players – rebounded from a
5-24 season in which it won just
two games. UNC ﬁnished this
season 14-16 and 11-5 in the Big
Sky, including an early-season
win against Portland State.
“We surprised a lot of people,
nobody even knew who our team
was,” White said.
It’s been just six days since
the Vikings handed the Lady Griz
their third conference loss of the
season, a 72-62 defeat. Montana
had already clinched the regularseason title and the right to host

the tournament, but Portland State
coach Sherri Murrell scoffed at
the notion that the Lady Griz
considered it a throwaway game.
“Did it mean anything as far as
the standings? No,” she said. “But
it meant something.”
In that game, the Lady Griz
employed a zone defense, which
UNC’s White said Thursday
wouldn’t be able to stop the
Vikings.
“I don’t think they (Montana)
will be able to play much zone,”
White said.
The Vikings were certainly
excited at the prospect of taking
on the Lady Griz, with whom
they split a pair of regular-season
games.
“This is a fun place to play,”
Faucher said. “I think the more
people screaming against you
the better, and the crowd gets a
little bit angry when you do good
things. Bring it on; it’s going to
be awesome. Bring it on.”
Murrell, however, cautioned
her star to be careful of what she
wished for.
“Don’t say ‘bring it on’ too
much,” she said.

PLEASE

Recycle this newspaper
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UM tennis preps for conference
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN
The University of Montana
men’s and women’s tennis teams
are both on the road this weekend.
Each squad is looking to build
some momentum to carry them
into the bulk of their Big Sky
Conference schedule, which
begins next week.
The men’s team plays Air Force
at 1:30 p.m. today in the ﬁrst of
a dual match. The Grizzlies play
Dayton at 5 p.m. on Saturday.
The men’s team is 1-1 so far this
season splitting its season opener
with a loss against Portland and a
win against conference opponent
Portland State Feb. 22 and 23.
Men’s head coach, Kris Nord,
said these games are pivotal in
setting the tone for the remainder
of the season.
“Whenever you can get some
momentum going, it carries into
the next match,” Nord said. “We
call them hump matches - if they
can get over the hump the are
ready to do it again in the next
week and the next month.”
Colin Dektar, junior, said the
team is anxious to get some more
matches in.
“The team is ready to go,”

BOBCATS
Continued from page 9
Montana State shot 42 percent
from the ﬁeld and posted ﬁve
players in double ﬁgures. Perry
scored 12 and former Billings
Central standout Jenny Herringer
added 11. Nubia Garcia also had
a strong ﬂoor game, contributing
eight points, eight boards and three
assists. Northern Arizona controlled
Montana State on the boards,
47-35, and also had a balanced
offensive attack. Cunningham and
Janelle Matthews scored 14 and 12
points, respectively.
It was a ﬁne ﬁnale for Dinkins,
whose ﬁnal line was 28 points, 14

Dektar said. “All the guys are
playing well right now, everyone
is excited to play some more
matches and get some more time
on the court.”
Nord said the team’s goal is
to come away with two wins this
weekend, but he doesn’t know
what to expect.
“We face Air Force, a team that
we have come close to beating but
never beat,” Nord said. “And the
next day we play Dayton, who I
know nothing about frankly - we
have never played them.”
Air Force is 7-5 thus far this
season, with their latest win a 5-2
victory over Big Sky Conference
member Northern Colorado.
Dayton is 8-9, coming off a 6-1
win over Ohio Northern.
The UM women’s team opens
play today at 10 a.m. against the
University of Portland, in the
ﬁrst competition of its threematch weekend. Montana plays
conference opponent Portland
State at 2 p.m. on Saturday and
Idaho at 10 a.m. on Sunday.
The Montana women are 26 this season. The team’s wins
came against conference opponent
Northern Colorado on Feb. 10 and
against Utah State last weekend.
Women’s head coach Jen

Anderson said the team is trying
not to focus on its record.
“We have played some tough
schools,” Anderson said. “We
use every match to gear us up for
conference. That is what our focus
is on.”
Montana’s lone conference
match of the weekend is against an
unfamiliar team. This is Portland
State’s ﬁrst season, after a sixyear hiatus.
Portland is 7-6 on the season,
while Portland State and Idaho
share a 4-7 record.
Both Montana coaches said
their teams are playing well
and working hard to prepare
themselves for the next six weeks
of action.
“We are hoping that we are
doing what we need to do to go
out and improve a little bit each
week,” Nord said. “If we can
do that, hopefully we can keep
knocking teams off.”
Anderson agreed, saying the
women’s team is focusing on
improving.
“This is a good weekend for us,”
she said. “We are still undefeated
in conference, we are looking to
go 2-0, building that conﬁdence
for conference is what counts the
most.”

rebounds and two assists.
“I know one factor coach was
emphasizing was rebounding,”
said Dinkins after her ﬁnal game.
“I had to help our team give my
team second and third chances.
I needed to go to the offensive
glass.”
“We didn’t have an answer
for Dinkins,” said Binford of
the second team all-conference
performer.
The Bobcats produced 28
points off of 22 Northern Arizona
turnovers, along with scoring
23 points on second-chance
opportunities. Binford’s club
was also efﬁcient at the foul line,
especially in the second half, where
the Bobcats made 16 straight en
route to shooting 19-21 overall.

Montana State will now turn
their attention to tonight’s semiﬁnal
against Big Sky Conference Player
of the Year Natalie Doma and a
potent Idaho State squad, which
averaged 75.4 points per contest
this season.
The Bobcats’ ﬁrst tournament
win since 2004 tastes sweet,
according to Perry, but the squad
is hungry for more going into
Friday night.
“We were so excited to be
there,” Perry said of playing
against Northern Arizona. “We
made it, and now we have to keep
going. We can’t settle. We have to
put 40 minutes together.”
Tip off is slated at 5:35 p.m.
In the late semiﬁnal, No. 1 seed
Montana will meet Portland State.

Check out photo slideshows
from the Big Sky Tournament in
the Sports section at
www.montanakaimin.com
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The House closes session for ﬁrst time in 25 years
Pamela Hess
ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON (AP) _ The
House held a closed session
Thursday for the ﬁrst time in 25
years to discuss a hotly contested
surveillance bill.
Republicans requested privacy
for what they termed “an honest
debate” on the new Democratic
eavesdropping measure that is
opposed by the White House and
most Republicans in Congress.
Lawmakers were forbidden to
disclose what was said during the
hour-long session. The extent to
which minds were changed, if at
all, should be more clear Friday,
when the House was expected to
openly debate and then vote on
the bill.
Democratic
Rep.
Sheila
Jackson-Lee of Texas said she
didn’t believe anyone changed
positions but that the session was
useful because no one would be
able to complain on Friday that
their views had not been heard.
“We couldn’t have gone more
of an extra mile to make sure
we’re doing the best for national
security,” she told The Associated
Press.
Rep. Pete Hoekstra of Michigan,
the top Republican on the House
Intelligence Committee, said in
an interview that he read aloud
the titles — but not details — of
intelligence reports “that shows
the nature of the global threat and
how dynamic the situation is, and
how ﬂuid.”
Hoekstra said the House
discussed
the
procedures
intelligence agencies use to
protect the identities of innocent
Americans whose calls and emails are incidentally intercepted
in wiretaps.
Hoekstra said three Democrats
spoke as did eight or nine
Republicans.
Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y.,
said “there was nothing new,
nothing that wasn’t public,
nothing that can’t and shouldn’t
be debated on the ﬂoor tomorrow
in open session.”
House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, D-Md., said he heard
nothing new that would change
his mind about the bill.

“Tomorrow, I will urge
members on both sides of the
aisle to vote for this legislation,”
Hoyer said.
The last such session in the
House was in 1983 on U.S. support
for paramilitary operations in
Nicaragua. Only ﬁve closed
sessions have taken place in the
House since 1825.
Four members declined to sign
the conﬁdentiality oath required to
participate in the closed session,
House staff members said.
Many Democrats initially
objected, calling it a political ploy
by Republicans to delay a vote
on the bill. House leaders did in
fact push off the scheduled vote
until Friday, just before taking a
two-week recess. If it passes, the
bill would need Senate approval
before going to the president.
President Bush has vowed to
veto it, saying it would undermine
the nation’s security.
Bush opposes it in part
because it doesn’t provide full,
retroactive legal protection to
telecommunications companies
that helped the government
eavesdrop on their customers
without court permission after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
About 40 lawsuits have been
ﬁled against telecommunications
companies by people and
organizations
alleging
they
violated wiretapping and privacy
laws. The lawsuits have been
combined and are pending
before a single federal judge in
California.
The Democrats’ measure would
encourage the judge to review in
private the secret government
documents underpinning the
program in order to decide
whether the companies acted
lawfully. If they did, the lawsuits
would be dismissed.
The
administration
has
prevented those documents from
being revealed, even to a judge,
by invoking the state secrets
privilege. That puts the companies
in a bind because they cannot
use the documents to defend
themselves in court.
It wasn’t clear what information
would be presented in the
closed session. Just a fraction of
Congress has been allowed to read

secret documents underpinning
the surveillance program, and
those who have arrived at varying
conclusions.
The
Senate
Intelligence
Committee, after seeing classiﬁed
material, said the companies
acted on the good-faith belief
that the wiretaps they allowed
were lawful. Democrats on the
House Judiciary and Intelligence
committees were unconvinced
after being presented with the
same material.
The surveillance law is intended
to help in the pursuit of suspected
terrorists by making it easier to

eavesdrop on foreign phone calls
and e-mails that pass through
the United States. A temporary
law expired Feb. 16 before
Congress was able to produce a
replacement bill. Bush opposed
an extension of the temporary law
as a tactic to pressure Congress
into accepting the Senate version
of the surveillance legislation.
The Senate’s bill provides
retroactive legal immunity for the
telecommunications companies.
Bush said lawsuits against
telecom companies would lead
to the disclosure of state secrets.
Further, he said lawsuits would

undermine the willingness of the
private sector to cooperate with
the government in trying to track
down terrorists.
Hoekstra said intelligence was
already being lost.
“Each and every day our
capabilities are eroding,” he said.
Directing his message at the
House, Bush said, “They should
not leave for their Easter recess
without getting the Senate bill to
my desk.”
Bush predicted the Senate
would not pass the House version
of the bill, and said even if it did,
he would veto it.
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IRISH
Continued from page 1
poem’s historical importance and
how the lament lends itself to an
oral format.
Katie Kane, the director of
the Irish Studies program at UM,
said the department sought out

O Coileain both because he is
one of the world’s foremost Irish
scholars and because of Missoula’s
growing interest in Irish culture.
“We wanted to bring him
here as a kind of gift to the
community,” Kane said. “To tell
them something they didn’t know
about Irish culture.”
Kane predicts that the audience
will be ﬂoored by O Coileain’s

reading of the piece that Kane has
known and loved for a long time.
“It will really live in his hands,”
she said.
The public reading will take
place Friday, March 14, at 8
p.m. in UM’s Gallagher Business
Building, Room 119. The event
is sponsored by the Irish Studies
Program and the College of Arts
and Sciences.
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